[C] A disciple of his did the same thing, and his hand withered, but the 
troops went their way. 


[D] A disciple of his disciple did the same thing. His hand did not whither. 
but they also did not go their way. 


[E] This illustrates the following apothegm: fool cannot be insulted, and 
the skin of the dead does not feel the scalpel. 


3:9 

[A] On account of every sort of public trouble — may it not happen — 
do they sound the shofar, 

[B] except for an excess of rain. 

[C] M’SH S: They said to Honi. the circle drawer, Pray for rain.” 

[D] He said to them, “Go and take in the clay ovens used for Passover, so 
that they not soften [in the rain which is coming].”’ 

[E] He prayed, but it did not rain. 

[F] What did he do? 


[G] He drew a circle and stood in the middle of it and said before Him, 
“Lord of the world! Your children have turned to me, for before 
you, I am like a member of the family. I swear by your great 
name- I’m simply not moving from here until you take pity on 
your children!” 


[H] It began to rain drop by drop. 

[I] He said, “This is not what I wanted, but rain tor filling up cisterns, 
pits, and caverns.” 

[J] It began to rain violently. 


[K] He said, “This is not what I wanted, but rain of good will, blessing, 
and graciousness.’ 


[L] Now it rained the right way, until the Israelites had to flee from 
Jerusalem up to the Temple Mount because of the rain. 


[M] Now they came and said to him, “Just as you prayed for it to rain, 
now pray for it to go away.” 

[N] He said to them, “Go, see whether the stone of the lost has 
disappeared.” 

[I:1 A] R. Jonah, Simeon bar Ba in the name of R. Yohanan [with reference to 
Mal. 3:10: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse. And try Me now 
herewith, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open for you the windows 
of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing that there shall be more than 


